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I, Dean Robertson, Director City Safety, Security and Amenity, City of Melbourne affirm:

1. | am the Director of City Safety, Security and Amenity of the City of Melbourne, which |
understand is a prospective respondent to proceeding VID388 of 2024. | am authorised

to make this affidavit on the City of Melbourne’s behalf.

2. | commenced working at the City of Melbourne in November 2011 and have remained

there ever since.

3. The information contained in this affidavit is based on my own knowledge except where |
indicate otherwise. | note that there are some important aspects where | am relying on
information provided by others, as | was not present. Specifically, | was on leave on 10

May 2024. In respect of events on that day, | have obtained information from Tom
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Robertson (no relation), as Tom is away on annual leave this week, is camping, and
does not have access to Council systems. | have also obtained information from Fire
Rescue Victoria via Commander Jason Delaney. Where | reference information

provided to me by Tom or Fire Rescue Victoria, | believe that information to be true.

My Role

4.

My role as Director of City Safety, Security and Amenity encompasses most of the
amenity issues in the municipality, except construction. In that role, | have a range of
teams which sit under my management, including, relevantly, the Local Laws team. The
Local Laws team is the team responsible for monitoring and enforcement activities in

relation to the City of Melbourne’s Activities Local Laws 2019.

| am also responsible for teams with management of issues as diverse as Safe City
CCTV cameras, issuing of permits relating to parking and outdoor dining, internal

security for the City of Melbourne, animal management, and school crossings.

In tandem with my role as Director of City Safety, Security and Amenity, | also have the
role of an Emergency Manager for the City of Melbourne. | am also the Chair of the
Municipality Emergency Management Committee, which is a multi-agency committee
related to emergency management. | am also the Municipal Recovery Manager for the
City of Melbourne.

In my role as Director of City Safety, Security and Amenity, it is my practice to undertake
“walks” with Local Laws officers at around 8am daily, but it can really be at any time
(depending on what is in my diary). | walk around areas of the city for around 1 to 2
hours. Generally, | try to cover the main areas of the CBD grid in each fortnightly period,
and get to other areas of the municipality at least monthly. When on the daily walks, |
look out for issues related to and impacting on city amenity and safety. | keep an eye out
for the welfare of homeless people (rough sleepers) and call in to see shop keepers etc.
If | find an issue, | might, for example, call the graffiti removal team, or the street
sweeping team, or Victoria Police, as may be necessary, depending on the nature of the
issue. There are many other aspects to my role, but my practice is to be quite public
facing, and quite hands on. An example of that is carrying out security roles (that is,
providing security) if there are insufficient staff available to provide security. | undertook
such a task at the meeting referred to below on Tuesday, 14 May 2024, as one of my
staff who was rostered to attend the Council meeting that night had a birthday party to

attend for one of his children.

Camp Sovereignty

8.

The location known as Camp Sovereignty (site) sits in Kings Domain. The site is about

100m to the left of the entrance to the Sidney Myer Music Bowl at the top of a hill. Kings
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Domain is a public park in the City of Melbourne. It covers the area from Linlithgow
Avenue south to Domain Road. The Shrine of Remembrance Reserve, the parklands
around the Sidney Myer Music Bowl and the area south of the Royal Botanic Gardens

facing Domain Road are included as part of Kings Domain.
9. Kings Domain is open to the public 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. It is unfenced.

10. | am aware that a fire at the site was lit on or about 26 January 2024 (the fire), and that
Fire Rescue Victoria issued a permit to Mr Thorpe on or about 5 February 2024. A copy

of the permit is exhibited to Mr Thorpe’s first affidavit.

11. | have periodically attended the site since 26 January 2024, as part of my “walks”
referred to above. | can recall three occasions that | have attended the site, but it may
have been more. | recall attending the site shortly after 26 January 2024 and sitting
around the fire having a chat with Mr Thorpe. | also attended the site in mid-March 2024
as the “World’s Longest Lunch” was scheduled for 15 March 2024 and we needed to
ensure there was access to the required area. At some point between those two visits, |
also attended on an ad hoc basis. | also attended a meeting which Mr Thorpe (and some
architect associates of his), at the CEO of City of Melbourne’s office, in around mid-

February 2024, which was to discuss potential future activities on the site.

12. | would characterise my previous dealings with Mr Thorpe and participants of Camp
Sovereignty as quite good, and, from my point of view, they remain that way.

13. | reject that that there is any “deliberately-intimidating surveillance” of Camp Sovereignty
as inferred by order 3(iii) of Mr Thorpe’s proposed orders. The area of Kings Domain
(including the site) is regularly attended by Local Laws officers of the City of Melbourne,
and Park Rangers of the City of Melbourne, in the ordinary course of business activities.
There are no Safe City cameras in or near the area; the closest one is at Flinders Street
Station, and you cannot see the site from that camera. This was the case prior to the fire

being lit in January 2024, and remains the case.
Affidavits of Robbie Thorpe dated 13 May 2024 and 14 May 2024

14. | have read the Affidavits of Robbie Thorpe (Mr Thorpe) dated 13 May 2024 and 14 May
2024 filed in this proceeding.

15. This Affidavit partly responds to the Affidavits, and partly sets out information about the

events of 10 May 2024 and other relevant information.
Events of 9 May 2024

16. | attended the site at approximately 4:15pm on 9 May 2024. | was in the company of
Tom Robertson, who is the Program Manager of Safety, Security and Amenity with the

City of Melbourne. He was also Acting in my role in the week prior to 6 May 2024. As
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part of my hand-over when | returned from leave on 6 May 2024, Tom and | walked to
the site at about 4:15pm on 9 May 2024. The purpose of our attendance was to talk with
Camp Sovereignty participants about the upcoming Mother’s Day event in the nearby
gardens and to speak to them about non-compliance with the Local Laws in respect to

the erection of camping paraphernalia.

17. | personally observed the fire at the site to be lit and unattended at that time, and for a
reasonably large number of items to be unattended. The items are listed later in this
affidavit. As the doors of the tents that were present were unzipped, we were able to

observe that no person was present inside a tent or structure.

18. Tom and | went to speak to three groups of people who were sitting on seats that are not
too far away from the site. We asked whether they owned any of the belongings or were

responsible for the fire. They all responded in the negative.

19. Tom and | discussed what to do, and decided that we would arrange for members of the
Local Laws team to attend the site overnight, and observe whether the site remained

unattended.

20. | am informed and verily believe that the team reattended overnight, they did not enter
the site as it was dark, they did not observe any person present. There was smoke
coming from the fire. They took no action.

Events of 10 May 2024
21. | did not attend the site on 10 May 2024 as | was on annual leave.

22. I am informed by Tom that he re-attended the site on Friday, 10 May 2024 in company
with a staff member from the City Issues team. | believe that Tom first attended the site

at around 9am.

23. At approximately 9:20am, Tom telephoned me from the site, and informed me that he
was at the site, the fire was lit, flaming and unattended. We discussed next steps. We
agreed that it was not safe to further leave the fire unattended and the property
unattended. We agreed that, in accordance with ordinary Council practice, Tom would
arrange for some Local Laws team members to attend the site with vehicles, to remove
the unattended property. We agreed that the fire would remain undisturbed until all the
unattended property was removed, but that it should be extinguished at the conclusion of

the process of collecting the unattended property.

24. Tom is presently on leave, | believe he is camping and does not have access to ordinary
Council systems. However, he has texted the following message to me at my request, in

respect of the events on 10 May 2024. | am the “DR” referred to in the text message.
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25.

26.

Friday 10 May approx 9am attended, no person on site.

Called DR who agreed needed to action it as we would business as usual for any
unattended or abandoned items.

Dean was going to inform and escalate action.

Called Steve Haynes to arrange team to action. Asked for large team and a few vehicles
due to the amount of items at the location.

Team arrived at approx 9.40am and | gave them a briefing, which included safety and
operational as well as taking our time and respecting items.

Team and | packed up and removed all items and | along with Kirrilee arranged them to
be stored under Birrarung Marr.

Notable one marquee was damaged in the removal, which was zip tied together and was
being held together by a piece of wood.

| called FRV station commander at approx 10am and informed him of the action and that
the fire was unattended. He advised they will attend and extinguish it.

As | was leaving the park a man i did not recognise walked up the hill towards the fire
holding a bag and he stood around the fire. | did not engage with the man.

| was at the site for approx. 1 hour.

I do not know who extinguished the fire, or whether it was even extinguished, on 10 May
2024 as | have not been able to obtain further information from Tom. | have made
enquiries of Mr Delaney of Fire Rescue Victoria (FRV) who have informed me that their
notes indicate they attended, but did not need to extinguish the fire as it was already out

when they arrived at around 10:15am.

On that basis, | am unable to say who extinguished the fire, (or even whether it went out
itself). When | spoke to Mr Thorpe at the meeting referred to below, | had assumed that

Council officers had extinguished the fire, but that was only an assumption and | am now
not sure that was the case based on Tom’s message, as he was present at the site and |

was not.

Council Meeting on 14 May 2024

27.

28.

| performed security duties at the Council Meeting referred to in Mr Thorpe’s second
affidavit. | sometimes perform that role, on other occasions, staff under my control
perform that role. As a Director of City of Melbourne, | also have a standing invitation to

attend Council Meetings.

Three security officers are rostered on for each Council Meeting of this type (there are
various types of meetings at the Council, but this one is quite administrative, and
members of the public rarely attend). The reason | attended on 14 May 2024 was

because one of my staff had to attend his child’s birthday party, and as the meeting was
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29.

30.

31.

scheduled at relatively short notice, | decided to perform the security role myself. When
performing a security role, staff (including me) wear a jacket identifying City of

Melbourne, and wear an earpiece.

Council Meetings are held in Council Chambers, which are located in an administration
area of the Town Hall on Swanston Street, Melbourne. They are generally held on the
last Tuesday of the month, but this meeting was held on Tuesday 14 May 2024 as it was
to discuss the annual plan and budget, and put it out for public consultation. Members of
the public can attend such meetings, but there is no opportunity for members of the
public to interact with Councillors at such meetings, and there is no opportunity for
questions to be asked (unlike, for example, Future Melbourne Committee meetings,

which have such opportunities).

Members of the community are asked to register to attend these administrative Council
Meetings, but there is also opportunity for “walk ins” (after registering at the Town Hall
and being escorted through the administrative areas of the Town Hall). Mr Thorpe and

Mr Len Lindon had registered for the meeting on 14 May 2024.

Whilst | do not agree with the characterisation of my demeanour by Mr Thorpe in his
second affidavit, and | am surprised at his inference that I am not known to him, |
generally agree with what transpired between he and I. For clarity, my role on the day
was to provide security (along with two other staff members) in the ordinary course of
business. My attendance on that day was co-incidental to Mr Thorpe’s attendance.

Return of Items of Unattended Property

32.

An inventory list of the items of unattended property that were removed from the site on
10 May 2024, and taken into storage, was made by officers of the City of Melbourne. It

has been provided to me. | have replicated it below exactly as it was provided to me:

Black camp chairs x 3

Blue camp chairs x 3
Green camp chairs x 2
Folding stool x 2

Blue/ black spinifex sleeping bag
Small green/ silver tarp
Marquee

Fuel container red 5l

Fuel container red 20l ¥z full
Tool caddy bag

4 Burner BBQ

Bag trolley x 3
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2 x large gas bottles- 1 full, 1 empty
Orange hi-vis vest
Windbreak for BBQ x 2 halves
Adidas soccer ball

Silver/ green tarps x 5

Large green shovel

Garden fork

Guitar

2 x adjustable spanners (shifters) 1 Ige, 1 small
4 pack of Gasmate stove gas bottles small
Grass rake x 2

Various blankets

Jackaroo camp mattress

White folding table

Blue camp stretcher

Victor Lawnmower

“Torch Program” artwork

Gas burner ring

2 x hand saws

Block splitter

Small camp axe x 2
Small claw hammer
Sledgehammer

Assorted small tools

Blue esky

“Camp Sovereignty” sign

32 Green stackable plastic chairs
Firewood- 1 tonne

Green 4 wheel garden cart
Shovel x 2

Blue tarp- small

White hard hat

2 x 5l water containers

Gas burner ring

Flashlight

Umbrella
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33.

34.

35.

36.

One person contacted Council to claim ownership of an artwork which | believe is
described as the “Torch Project” artwork in the inventory list. That item was removed
from the general storage area by City of Melbourne and placed in an office so that it is

not damaged, or returned to the wrong person. | believe it has not yet been collected.

As for the remainder of the unattended property, on the basis of discussions | had with
Mr Thorpe at the Council Meeting on 14 May 2024, and him verbally claiming ownership
of the items in question, | arranged for all items to be returned to the site on 15 May
2024. The only exception to that is the artwork referred to above, and the marquee

referred to by Tom.

| have attended the site on a number of occasions this week to speak with Mr Thorpe,
and at all times the fire has been attended and burning. Council has taken no steps to
extinguish the fire and nor does it intend to do so unless the fire is unattended; in which

case it will be safely extinguished, if no person is present to take responsibility for it.

| have also spoken to Mr Thorpe in regard to the items of property returned to the site.
He has asserted that a digeridoo and children’s artwork, were also removed from the
site. | have informed him that they are not in City of Melbourne’s possession and he
should make a report to Victoria Police for stolen property. This is the standard
procedure that City of Melbourne adopts if someone asserts that property is missing.

Affirmed by the deponent

)

at Melbourne ) o

in Victoria g /Cv QAQ&
)

on 16 May 2024

Signature of deponent

Before me:

[

4

Signature of withess

Nieva Alison Connell
Australian Legal Practitioner

Witnessed by audio visual means, having been satisfied of the identity of the deponent.
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